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ABSTRACT 

RESUMEN 

The genus Tripogon Roem. & Schult. (Poaceae: Chloridoideae: Chlorideae: Tripogoninae) is represented by 44 
species distributed in Africa, Australia, and Temperate and Tropical Asia (Clayton et al. 2006). The genus is 
known to have 20 species in India, which includes the recently described four new species (Murugesan & 
Balasubramaniam 2008; Newmaster et al. 2008; Kabeer et al. 2009; Chorghe et al. 2013). With the addition of 
the present species, the total number of species in India has become 21. 

The authors, during the course of revisionary studies on Eragrostidinae s.l. in South India came across an 
interesting population of Tripogon growing along steep granitic cliffs in Malabar Wildlife  Sanctuary, Kakkay- 
am along the Western Ghats of Kerala, in South India. Critical studies revealed it to be an undescribed species 
of Tripogon, though they showed some similarities with T. lisboae and T. vellarianus (Table 1). 

TAXONOMIC TREATMENT 
Tripogon malabarica Thoiba &  Pradeep, sp. nov. (Figs. 1-2). Type: ini 

tuary, Kakkayam, 990 m elev., 11°33.037'N, 075°55.024'E, 19 Sep 2013, Thoiba j 

Tufted perennial herb. Culms 25-65 cm high; nodes glabrous. Leaf blades 30-70 x 02 - 0.8 cm, linear-lanceo¬ 
late, margins slightly scabridulous or scabrid, upper surface pubescent with short white papillose hairs, gla¬ 
brous abaxially. Leaf sheaths linear-lanceolate, coriaceous, villous adaxially, 10-18 cm long, apex pubescent 
with a tuft of 2.5-3.5 mm long hairs at both ends; ligules indistinct. Racemes terminal, 15-40 cm long, with 
30-55 spikelets; rachis stout, glabrous. Spikelets 13-14 mm long, linear, distant, dorsiventrally flattened, 
4-7-flowered; callus bearded. Lower glumes 2.5-4 x 1-1.5 mm, coriaceous, ovate-lanceolate, 1-keeled, 
1-nerved, keels slightly scabrid, with acuminate apex. Upper glumes 4.5-6 x 1-1.5 mm, lanceolate, coriaceous, 
1-keeled, scabrid, 3-nerved, acute at apex. Lemmas 5 x 1.5-2 mm, ovate-lanceolate, 3-nerved, slightly keeled, 
scabrid; 1-awned, 3 mm long, scabrid, sometimes slightly geniculate towards apex. Paleas 3-5 x 1-1.5 mm, 
obovate, hyaline, 2-keeled, ciliate, apex subulate, rachilla 1mm long, glabrous. Lodicules 2, c. 0.25-0.5 mm 
long, truncate apex coarsely 3-toothed. Stamens 3; anthers 1.5-2 mm long, oblong; filaments 1mm long, slen¬ 
der, glabrous. Ovary 0.5-0.75 x 0.25-0.5 mm, obovate, styles 2, slender, hyaline, 0.5-0.75 mm long; stigma 
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15-20 cm long; spikelets 

13. Upper glu ex, deeply 2-lobed with arista 0.5 mm 
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